




P R I S M
2 0 0 8

23

Concerned Women for America (CWfA.org) is the 
nation’s largest public policy women’s organization, helping 
bring biblical principles into all levels of public policy. 
Pornography is one of the six core issues they focus on. 

Tools: lobbying legislators, holding the US Department 
of Justice accountable for its promises

Resources: rich source of articles and updates on legisla-
tive efforts (or, often, lack of efforts) to enforce federal obscenity 
laws; state-specific and federal legislative action alerts.

Family Research Council (FRC.org/the-media) is a 
Christian organization that supports the vigorous enforce-
ment of existing laws banning the distribution of obscene 
materials and the enactment of new laws criminalizing the 
distribution of non-obscene pornographic material to chil-
dren. It supports efforts by the Federal Communications 
Commission to increase the fines and penalties for the broad-
cast of indecent and profane materials, and FRC believes 
such restrictions should be applied to cable and satellite 
transmissions.

Tools: lobbying, action alerts
Resources: internet guide for parents, lectures, legal briefs, 

fact sheets, and reports dealing with pornography, marketing 
to children, and broadcast decency.

Lighted Candle Society (LightedCandle.org) is a 
nationwide community of concerned citizens dedicated to 
the eradication of pornography. They envision a society where 
pornography is widely shunned and where serious conse-
quences await those that produce and distribute sexually 
explicit material.

Tools: Litigation, scientific research, public awareness 
raising

Resources: information on taking the pornography 
industry to court; community resources; ways to protect 
your family from pornography; related websites such as 
HerStoryLives.com, which features stories of women whose 
lives have been changed by pornography addiction in their 
families, and PornographyStats.com, which reports on profit 
earnings of the industry and research on the effects of por-
nography; email alerts; and much more.

Media Awareness Network (Media-Awareness.ca)  
promotes critical thinking in young people about the media. 

Tools: Education of parents, kids, and teachers
Resources: Excellent downloadable lesson plans/class-

room resources for teachers, and for parents tips on how to 
talk to kids about media, gain control of the home enter-
tainment playground, and speak out as a consumer. 

Media Watch (MediaWatch.com) challenges sexism, rac-
ism, and violence in the media from a feminist perspective.

Tools: Education and action (boycotts, letter campaigns)
Resources: several active campaigns (currently against 

sexualized violence in Vogue and America’s Next Top Model); 
good collection of lectures, articles, and interviews.

Morality in Media (MoralityInMedia.org) informs on 
the harms of pornography and how we can use the law to 
protect our communities and children. This interfaith group 
also works to maintain standards of decency on TV and  
in other media. Be sure to check out their sister sites, 
ObscenityCrimes.org, where you can report possible viola-
tions of internet obscenity laws, and the National Obscenity 
Law Center (MoralityInMedia.org/NOLC), which pro-
vides legal resources to public officials who want to combat 
obscenity and “adult” businesses. 

Tools: Law, public education, grassroots activism
Resources: A public inquiry service; various publica-

tions to help citizens deal with obscenity in their communities 
and in the media; annual White Ribbon Against Pornography 
Campaign (this year Oct. 26 to Nov. 2).

Stop Porn Culture (StopPornCulture.org) is dedicated 
to challenging the pornography industry. Their work toward 
ending industries of sexual exploitation is grounded in a 
feminist analysis of sexist, racist, and economic oppression. 
They affirm sexuality that is rooted in equality and free of 
exploitation, coercion, and violence. 

Tools: Grassroots education and activism
Resources: Downloadable Who Wants to Be a Porn Star? 

slideshow with presentation tips; educational articles and 
videos; anti-pornography video blog; No-Porn Pledge.
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Books 
Female Chauvinist Pigs: Women and the Rise of Raunch 
Culture by Ariel Levy (Free Press, 2006)

Getting Off: Pornography and the End of Masculinity by 
Robert Jensen (South End Press, 2007)

Not for Sale: Feminists Resisting Prostitution and Pornography, ed. 
Rebecca Whisnant and Christine Stark (Spinifex Press, 2005)

Oral Sex Is the New Goodnight Kiss: The Sexual Bullying of 
Middle-Class Girls by Sharlene Azam (2008)
 

The Lolita Effect: The Media Sexualization of Young  
Girls and What We Can Do About It by M. Gigi Durham 
(Overlook Books, 2008)

Pornified: How Pornography Is Transforming Our Lives,  
Our Relationships, and Our Families by Pamela Paul  
(Times Books, 2005)

So Sexy So Soon: The New Sexualized Childhood and What 
Parents Can Do to Protect Their Kids by Diane E. Levin and 
Jean Kilbourne (Ballantine Books, 2008)

FILMs
A Drug Called Pornography (HarmfulEffectsofPornography.com) 
corrects the misconceptions that pornography is harmless to 
its users. It includes the latest scientific facts and interviews 
with experts who detail the negative effects of porn use.

Hip Hop: Beyond Beats and Rhymes (MediaEd.org) provides a 
riveting examination of manhood, sexism, and racism in hip-
hop culture. Director Byron Hurt, former star college quar-
terback, longtime hip-hop fan, and gender violence prevention 
educator, conceived the documentary as a “loving critique” 
of a number of disturbing trends in the world of rap music.

Killing Us Softly (MediaEd.org) reviews over 160 ads and TV 
commercials to critique advertising’s image of women. This 
film fosters creative and productive dialogue, invites viewers 
to look at familiar images in a new way, and moves them to 
take action. 

Demand (EndDemand.org) is an explosive new documentary, 
featuring investigative footage of the dark and hidden world 
of sex traffickers, pimps, and buyers. This film exposes the men 
who buy commercial sex, the vulnerable women and children 
sold as commodities, and the facilitators of the sale within the 
marketplace of exploitation.

The Price of Pleasure (MediaEd.org) exposes pornography as 
one of the most visible and profitable sectors of the cultural 
industries, assuming an unprecedented role in the main-
stream of popular culture even as its content has become 
more extreme, harsh, and overtly sexist/racist. This film places 
the voices of critics, producers, and performers alongside the 
observations of men and women as they candidly discuss the 
role pornography has played in shaping their sexual imagi-
nations and relationships. 

The Seduction is a documentary by our cover-story writer that 
looks at middle-class girls who prostitute…and pimp. This 
disturbing look at teen girls’ casual sexual attitudes is an urgent 
wake-up call to parents, teachers, healthcare providers, etc. 
(A copy of this documentary, along with Sharlene Azam’s lat-
est book, see above, can be purchased from the author for $25. 
Contact her at azam_sharlene@yahoo.com for ordering info.)

Traffic Control (TrafficControlTheMovie.com) exposes the 
reach and influence of the pornography industry. A few 
snippets from the experts interviewed: “We’re experiencing 
a mental health crisis and a child abuse crisis of epidemic 
proportions…This is a community issue. If we don’t collec-
tively decide that this is important, it’s a loser’s game.”

resources 



ground, saying, “I represent a group called the National 
Boycott Alliance, and I’m coming back here tomorrow with 
a photographer. If that display is still there, we’re going to 
photograph it and put you on our boycott list.” 

There is no such thing as the National Boycott Alliance 
—Dines made it up on the spot!—but she knows that it’s all 
about profit and no store wants to be boycotted, especially 
before Christmas. By the next day the display had been dis-
mantled. “I suggest carrying a clipboard with you when you 
shop,” says Dine, smiling but dead serious. “Managers are 
very afraid of clipboards!”

Will the church join hands with this growing movement, 
strengthened and enriched by religious and political diversity, 
to form a broad coalition to reclaim childhood and promote 
healthy sexuality?

This will involve, among other things, educating our-
selves and others, holding ourselves accountable for the 
pornography we as Christians consume (and repenting), 
addressing issues of gender oppression within the church, 
telling those corporations that profit from pornography that 
we won’t stand for it (and boycotting them when they 
refuse to listen), collaborating with others who have the same 
goal (see “Building a broad coalition” on page 22-23 for a 
list of organizations we can partner with), and using all our 
available means—even if it’s just a clipboard.  n

Based in California, Sharlene Azam (azam_sharlene@yahoo.com) 
writes about teens. She is the author of Rebel, Rogue, Mischie-
vous Babe: Stories about Being a Powerful Girl (Harper 
Collins, 2001) and Oral Sex Is the New Goodnight Kiss: The 
Sexual Bullying of Middle-Class Girls, due out this fall.

Editor’s note: due to space limitations, endnotes have been posted at esa-online.org/Endnotes.
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he says. A business administration major, Pedrick interned  
at World Vision two days a week during the summer of 2004 
and the other three days at a hedge fund, where the minimum 
investment was $5 million. 

The contrast was striking. “I was serving the richest of the 
rich half the week and the poorest of the poor the other half,” 
he observes. Pedrick had thought he would end up at a hedge 
fund or something similar after graduation. But as he helped 
develop Acting on AIDS, he increasingly felt called to this 
kind of advocacy and service. 

“I get to use my skills so much more in this environment,” 
he says with satisfaction. This satisfaction is multiplying  
to thousands of students as they share in God’s work among 

the afflicted. 
Recalling his rant four years ago, Haas apologized to Seattle 

Pacific University, laughing with the students and adminis-
tration because of all that happened. Similar to Haas’ doubt 
about this youthful generation, the Israelites doubted David 
until they saw what he did with his simple weaponry. “At 
Acting on AIDS, we think, ‘Let’s make sure the slingshot works 
and there’s a stone,’” Haas says. “There are a lot of Davids out 
there, and they might just kill the giant.”  n

A former research associate at the Institute for Global Engagement, 
Allison Duncan works as a technical writer in Broomall, Pa., and 
also enjoys freelance writing.

women’s studies at Wheelock, Gail Dines is one of the 
founding members of Stop Porn Culture, a national anti-
pornography movement. As a feminist in the academic world, 
she is a lonely voice in a sector of society that most often 
views pornography as a freedom-of-speech issue and sex work 
as empowering to women (in spite of all the research to the 
contrary). She is also a prophetic voice who is unmasking the 
“corporate pimps” who peddle and profit from our porno-
graphic culture, to acknowledge the emperor’s nakedness, and 
to reveal the lies that threaten to make us both compliant and 
complicit. (See “Follow the money” on page 19.)

What troubles her most is the growing sexualization of 
violence in popular culture (in advertising, video games, toys) 
—with women being the most common victims by far—
and the increasingly violent turn the US pornography indus-
try has taken in the last decade. Dines compares cultural 
degradation to environmental destruction: “There’s a point 
where it’s too hard to go back,” she says, “when people have 
become too robotic, have lost what it means to be human, 
and are thoroughly colonized by the corporate pimps. It has 
to stop, now. If we don’t do it, there is nobody else out there 
who is going to.” 

The smallest voice can make a difference. Dines tells of 
going into a shopping mall one December with her son, 
who was 5 years old at the time. “Uh-oh,” she heard him say, 
and looked down to find him pointing at a window display 
that featured a manikin hanging, gallows-style, from a string 
of Christmas lights. Dines went straight to the manager of 
the store and asked that they take it down. The manager 
defended the display as “edgy” and “artistic.” Dines held her 

The Sex Lives of Children: A Tale of Consumption
continued from page 20.
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Living in a rape culture
continued from page 15.

Primed for the streets
continued from page 17.

tial progress is to be made in the fight against human traf-
ficking, pornography must also be addressed and combated. 
According to USAID, an estimated 50,000 persons are held 
in sexual slavery in the United States alone. The idea that 
human beings can be bought and sold for personal gain or 
pleasure is foundational to both the pornography industry 
and the human trafficking industry.18 The two industries are 
linked by more than this foundation, however: they feed into 
and off of one another. When one industry grows, so does 
the other—and a greater number of adults and children are 
victimized by the abuse, deception, and coercion inherent in 
both the pornography and human trafficking industries.

Because of its wide-ranging and negative effects on 
women, children, marriages, families, and society at large, 
pornography cannot continue to be seen as simply a personal 
moral issue. The church must recognize that pornography is 
a problem as broad as it is sinister, and we must begin to 
address it accordingly.  n

Courtny B. Davis Olds is currently studying theology as a Sider Scholar 
at Palmer Theological Seminary in Wynnewood, Pa. She lives in 
Philadelphia.

To learn more and to access help for pornography addiction,  
check out any of the following websites:
GirlsAgainstPorn.com	 DadsAndDaughters.org
FaithfulAndTrueMinistries.com	 HarvestUSA.org
Life-Strategies.org	 NewLifePartners.org

Editor’s note: due to space limitations, endnotes have been posted at esa-online.org/Endnotes.

Pornography is everybody’s problem
continued from page 13.

Section and the National Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children. Unfortunately, most of the laws currently on the 
books make it easier to arrest exploited women and children 
than to prosecute pimps and johns. Current language in the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act, for example, requires that 
convictions can only be made if proof of “fraud, force, or 
coercion” is available. While fraud, force, and coercion are 
virtually always at the center of the pimp/prostitute relation-
ship, it is very difficult to find victims of sexual abuse who are 
willing to take the enormous risk to testify against their 
abusers, to whom they are pathologically linked.

Phyllis Beatty, executive director of Adults Saving Kids, 
says, “While the majority of kids aren’t going to grow up to 
be professional pimps or prostitutes, many of them are grow-
ing up pimping and prostituting.” She’s referring to the attitudes, 
so prevalent among young people today, that would not seem 
to reflect any strides we may have made (or believe we’ve made) 
in terms of women’s rights and a healthier, more egalitarian 
society. “Suburban kids are very influenced by the street 
culture that is expressed in rap music and movies, where it’s 
made to sound cool. We hear stories about boys offering 
their girlfriends to their friends, and girls who assume that 
they’ll be required to have sex with their dates after the 
prom. Girls say it’s expected—“Well, he bought me a cor-
sage and dinner, I feel I have to do it.” Isn’t any exchange of 
material goods for sex prostitution? The fact that so many 
young boys are exposed (the average age of first exposure is 
11), even addicted, to pornography only exacerbates boys’ 
desires and expectations.

The folks at Adults Saving Kids believe that the exploita-
tion of young people—by the general culture as well as by the 
commercial sex industry—is successful largely due to misin-
formation fed to both children and adults. They contend 
that the best remedy for it is vigorous, hard-hitting, reality-
based education. Their curriculum—which features role 
playing activities, discussion forums, and the stories of Heidi 
and Mark—seeks to help kids and adults examine what they 
believe, adjust their attitudes and behavior, and work to pre-
vent young people from being hurt.  n

Editor’s note: due to space limitations, endnotes have been posted at esa-online.org/Endnotes.

you are nothing of the kind. “To criticize pornography is not 
repressive,” writes Jensen. “To speak about what one knows 
and feels and dreams is, in fact, liberating. We are not free if 
we aren’t free to talk about our desire for an egalitarian 
intimacy and sexuality that would reject pain and humiliation. 
That is not prudishness or censorship …It is to say that people 
matter more than the profits of pornographers and the plea-
sure of pornography consumers.”10

Dines asserts that speaking out against harmful sexuality 
makes us no more anti-sex than speaking out against unhealthy 
fast food makes us anti-eating. We hate pornography pre-
cisely because we love sex so much! As Christians, we affirm 

the beauty of the body and the sanctity of God’s gift of 
sexuality. Let us reclaim it, unashamedly.  n

Editor’s note: due to space limitations, endnotes have been posted at esa-online.org/Endnotes.




